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Working on contemporary European 
politics and international security

European studies of the Japanese, 
by the Japanese, for the Japanese
It is often said that there are no national boundaries in the 
academic community. I do not really think that is the 
case. And I do not necessarily think that is a problem. It is 
just a real i ty that dif ferent people have dif ferent 
perspectives and researchers’ job includes responding to 
local demands and expectations in terms of research, 
policy work, education and public outreach. Since the 
start of the war in Ukraine in February 2022, I have given 
numerous interviews to the Japanese media and 
appeared on TV and radio news programs. What the local 
audience need and want to know in Japan are, not 
surprisingly, often different from those in Europe and the 
United States. Following Russia’s invasion of Ukraine, 
many Japanese for the �rst time have thought about what 
it takes to defend the country and the people in case of 
military contingency.
As for academic research as well, I do not think I should 
do European studies the same way as my European 
colleagues. Even assuming that I am capable of doing it, I 
do not think that would be my best contribution to the 
discipline. I believe I could make a bigger contribution as 
a Japanese scholar, bringing different or external 
perspectives to the table.
What I am now pursuing instead is something that could be 
called “European studies of the Japanese, by the 
Japanese, for the Japanese.” This is also about taking full 
advantage of what I possess, including the Japanese 
language. The degree of national boundaries varies among 
different disciplines. Politics, foreign and security policy and 
national defense, not least qualitative and policy-oriented 
research on those areas, are where national boundaries 
matter more than in quantitative research. 

Thinking about
the future of the UK

The outbreak of the Russia’s invasion of Ukraine has made 
him rethink the purpose of publishing the product of his 
research activities, and he emphasizes the signi�cance of 
publication for general readers via various forms of media, 
in addition to publishing research papers.

Publication for
general audience

Dr. Tsuruoka’s major subject of interest includes the UK at 
the present and in the future. With the recent passing of 
Queen Elizabeth II and ascension of King Charles III and the 
major role the country is playing in supporting Ukraine, he is 
at the moment taking a close look at how the new king will 
be received by the people not only of the UK but also the 
Commonwealth realms (states with the nominal head being 
the British monarch), including Australia and Canada. He is 
also keeping a keen eye on how the British government will 
work to ful�ll its commitment to “Global Britain” while facing 
a slew of post-Brexit issues, such as the Irish border. 

Having lost its “gateway” to Europe, 
Tokyo’s policy towards Europe 
will have to evolve

He takes every possible opportunity to talk to his students about the 
importance of building English skills. He emphasizes the vital importance 
of acquiring foreign language skills for the purpose of seeking better 
opportunities in other countries in view of the long-term decline in 
relative wage levels experienced in Japan. If the top 20 to 30 percent of 
graduates from Keio University were to �nd jobs in, say, Singapore or 
Hong Kong, rather than Japan, Japanese companies would be forced to 
change their attitude. At the same time, he advises students to develop 
their analytical abilities. Adequate information literacy and analytical 
abilities, including data science, regardless of the �eld of study, will 
provide the foundation for developing lifelong intellectual power.

Emphasizing the importance of
developing English skills and

analytical abilities

Analyzing contemporary European politics and
international security from a Japanese perspective

Amid the COVID-19 pandemic, Russia launched an illegal and unprovoked invasion of Ukraine in February 2022,
triggering a succession of problems and crises in Europe and on a global scale,

including high inflation and energy and food crises.
Experts cannot solve all those problems. But the need for expertise on such areas related to international security,

geopolitics and geoeconomics is increasing. Associate Professor Michito Tsuruoka,
an expert on contemporary European politics and international security,

is thinking about how he could help make the world a better place.

International relations (IR) is a study area focusing on 
relations among nations, including regional dynamics and 
international institutions and frameworks. I am mainly 
working on contemporary European politics – not least 
European Union (EU) politics and European security, 
including the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) – 
and international security, such as alliance politics and 
deterrence.
I have been closely following Russia’s invasion of Ukraine. 
Been deeply shocked personally, yet I have been trying to 
offer informed analysis of the war and its foreign policy 
and political implications based on my expertise in 
European politics and international security both to the 
Japanese and international audiencs. I believe it is part of 
my duty as an IR scholar. 
Working on the same topic for a long time makes it 
possible to compare similarities and differences between 
what happens today and previous cases. For Ukraine, 
this is not something that suddenly started in February 
2022. Russia invaded Crimea and the Donbas region 
back in 2014. In a similar manner, while NATO is now 
rapidly strengthening its deterrence and defense posture 
vis-à-vis Russia, the alliance had been undergoing 
transformation at least since 2014. Having a broader 
perspective, in terms of both time and the geographical 
and functional scope is something we always need.

Tokyo did not want to see Britain leaving the EU. Yet that 
was something the British people chose and Japan 
needed to safeguard the country’s mainly economic 
interest amid the Brexit chaos. For a long time, Tokyo was 
using the UK as a “gateway” to the EU. Many Japanese 
companies invested in the UK and exported products to 
the European market, taking advantage of the single 
market of the EU. In foreign policy and security terms as 
well, it has long been Tokyo’s habit to talk to London �rst, 
and then to Paris, Berlin and Brussels. After Brexit, Britain 
can no longer be relied on as a gateway to the EU, which 
means that Tokyo needs to somewhat rebalance its 
policy towards Europe and look for new gateways.
At the same time, however, the value of the UK as a 
security and defense partner for Japan has not been 
quite affected by Brexit, as those �elds are largely 
outside the EU’s competences anyway. The UK sent its 
brand new aircraft carrier – HMS Queen Elizabeth – to the 
Indo-Paci�c region, including Japan, in 2021 and Japan 
and the UK have been conducting a number of joint 
training and exercises in recent years. The announcement 
in December 2022 about the joint development of a next 
generation jet �ghters (GCAP) among Japan, the UK and 
Italy represents another milestone in the development of 
the strategic relationship involving the post-Brexit UK.
Japan and Europe are getting closer also in the context of 
the war in Ukraine. Tokyo is committed to help Ukraine 
resist Russia’s invasion and impose sanctions on Russia, 
emphasizing the linkage between the European and East 
Asian theaters. Prime Minister Kishida argues that 
Ukraine today could be East Asia tomorrow.
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